
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Period of Continuous Study/Residency Agreement

Name: 						  KUID#: 		  Department: 			

This agreement is established to ensure that the Ph.D. residency requirement is fulfilled according to its purpose and with maximum benefit to the doctoral aspirant. The general purposes of the residency requirement are to allow for a concentrated period of immersion in formal study and the close association of the aspirant with faculty, graduate student colleagues, and other university resources. Because the Ph.D. is a scholarly, research-oriented degree, residency is met through academic involvement in the graduate program.

The residency requirement is not measured merely in hours of enrollment or of credit in courses counted towards a degree but should also include academic and professional activities appropriate to the field of study (i.e., engaging with a professor in research, publishing, presenting at a conference, writing grants, etc.). These activities should be arranged with your advisor. Though they are not part of the formal residency approval process, they are an expectation of the Ph.D. degree.

The formal residency can be met in the following ways:

Residency Option 1: Enrollment in two consecutive semesters following one of the three patterns outlined below:

· Spring enrollment of 9 credit hours and fall enrollment of 9 credit hours.
· Spring enrollment of 9 credit hours and summer enrollment of 6 credit hours.
· Summer enrollment of 6 credit hours and fall enrollment of 9 credit hours.

Residency Option 2: Students who hold a 50% Graduate Assistant, Graduate Teaching Assistant, or a Graduate Research Assistant (GA/GTA/GRA) during residency need to enroll in two consecutive semesters following one of the three patterns outlined below*:

· Spring enrollment of 6 credit hours and fall enrollment of 6 credit hours.
· Spring enrollment of 6 credit hours and summer enrollment of 3 credit hours.
· Summer enrollment of 3 credit hours and fall enrollment of 6 credit hours.
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I am currently or have been employed as the following (for those who meet residency Option 2):
□ (
___
) Graduate Assistant (GA)	Semester(s) 		 Department 				
□ (
___
)Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA)	Semester(s) 		 Department 		 
□ (
___
)Graduate Research Assistant (GRA)	Semester(s) 		 Department		
NOTE: If a student cannot meet the above residency enrollment requirements, they should meet with their advisor to develop a plan that meets the spirit of the residency requirement. Such a plan must be approved in advance through departmental and School petition processes. These exceptions will not be automatically approved. See Residency Option 3.



Residency Option 3: Scholarly Engagement Pathway:

Doctoral students who are unable to meet the traditional residency requirements through full-time enrollment or a graduate assistantship may fulfill the residency requirement by enrolling in a minimum of 6 credit hours per semester and engaging in substantive scholarly activities that demonstrate immersion in the academic and research community.

This option is designed to uphold the spirit of doctoral residency, which emphasizes sustained intellectual engagement, collaboration with faculty, and active participation in the scholarly life of the department or discipline.

Examples of Qualifying Scholarly Engagement Activities

Students pursuing this pathway must work with their advisor to develop a plan that includes one of the following activities, or other activities determined in consultation with the thesis/dissertation advisor:
1. Independent Research Project
Conducting a faculty-supervised research project that may lead to publication, conference presentation, or dissertation development.
1. Collaborative Research with Faculty
Participating in ongoing research with a faculty member or research team, contributing meaningfully to data collection, analysis, or writing.
1. Scholarly Writing or Publication
Preparing a manuscript for submission to a peer-reviewed journal or contributing to a book chapter or edited volume.
1. Conference Participation
Presenting at or attending academic conferences, workshops, or symposia relevant to the student’s field of study.
1. Departmental or Interdisciplinary Seminars
Regularly attending and contributing to research seminars, colloquia, or reading groups.
1. Grant Writing or Proposal Development
Assisting in the development of research proposals or grant applications under faculty mentorship.
1. Teaching-Related Scholarship
Engaging in curriculum development, pedagogical research, or teaching innovation projects (especially relevant for students pursuing academic careers).

Documentation and Approval
The signatures below attest to the fact that agreement has been reached concerning the aspirant's residency program:



	
	
	

	Student Signature
	Advisor
	Department Chair
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